
Books That Feature Sign Language 

 
 

 

Dancing Hands: A Story of Friendship in 

Filipino Sign Language - Joanna Que and 

Charina Marquez 

 

Sam’s new neighbors’ hands make graceful 

movements she doesn’t recognize, and she 

wonders what they are saying. Soon she meets her 

new neighbor, Mai, who teaches Sam some 

Filipino Sign Language. Along the way, they both 

discover the joys of making a new friend, a best 

friend. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterfly on the Wind - Adam Pottle 

 

On the day of the talent show, Aurora's hands 

tremble. No matter how hard she tries to sign, 

her fingers stumble over one another and the 

words just won't come. But as she’s about to 

give up, she spots a butterfly. Using her hands 

to sign the ASL word for "butterfly," Aurora 

sends a magical butterfly of her own into the 

world, inspiring Deaf people across the globe 

to add their own. The butterflies grow in 

numbers and strength as they circle back to 

Aurora, bolstering her with the love and 

support of her worldwide Deaf community. 

 

 



 

 

Emma Every Day series - C. L. Reid 

 

Emma Carter loves swimming, writing, and biking. 

She also loves her pet goldfish and tacos. In 

general, Emma loves her life. Emma is Deaf and 

uses a cochlear implant to help her hear and sign 

language to communicate. Every day is a new 

chance to have fun, and Emma Carter tries to do 

just that by conquering daily challenges with a 

positive attitude and nonstop determination. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

My Life with Deafness - Mari Schu 

 

Meet Danton! He loves his dogs and playing 

football. He's also deaf. Danton is real and so are 

his experiences. Learn about his life in this 

illustrated narrative nonfiction picture book for 

elementary students. Kids are naturally curious 

about differences and disabilities. Danton sheds 

light on his life, with the help of experienced 

children's author Mari Schuh. He's not defined 

by his deafness, but he does some things 

differently than people who can hear. Beautiful 

illustrations and a dyslexic-friendly font promote 

accessibility. Includes tips for kids about 

interacting with someone who is deaf. 

 



 

 

Show Me a Sign - Ann Clare LeZotte 

 

Ann Clare LeZotte, a Deaf librarian and author, tells 

the story of Mary Lambert, a young deaf girl growing 

up on the island of Martha’s Vineyard in 1805 where 1 

in 25 of the population is deaf. Mary feels safe in her 

community until a scientist arrives to study the source 

of the deafness. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Jessi’s Secret Language - Ann M. Martin 

 

Jessi recently moved to Stoneybrook and is one of the 

newest members of The Baby-sitters Club. She's 

getting ready to start regularly sitting for the BSC's 

newest charge, Matt Braddock. Matt has been Deaf 

since birth and uses sign language to communicate, so 

Jessi has to use it, too. It's a secret language! 

 

Soon all the neighborhood kids want to learn how to 

sign, which keeps the BSC busy. Jessi's the busiest of 

all -- she's preparing for her dance school's big show, 

plus working on another secret, just for Matt. Will 

Jessi be able to keep the secret and pull off her 

performance? 


